
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CHÂTEAU DE PRESSAC 2021 - SAINT-EMILION GRAND CRU CLASSÉ 
 

www.chateaudepressac.com 
 

NOTES DE DEGUSTATION 
 
 

 

Patrick Dussert Gerber (oct 2025) 91 : charpenté et charnu, aux nuances de cassis et d’épices, aux tanins 
harmonieux mais structurés à la fois, un vin de bouche soyeuse. 
 

 

Christer Byklum (septembre 2025)  92 : Ruby. Dark fruits, anise, spices, liquorice notes nose. Fresh acidity, ripe 
tannins, blackberries, spices, dark fruits, liquorice, long.  
 

 

LA RVF (septembre 2024) : 92 Une recherche de concentration indéniable dans ce 2021, dont la matière se montre 
bien supérieure à la moyenne à Saint-Emilion. Un joli vin, expansif, compact, visant une certaine puissance, plus en 
largeur qu’en longueur. Une valeur sure misant sur le merlot (73 %), le cabernet franc (17 %), le cabernet sauvignon 
(7 %) avec une pointe de carmenère et de malbec. 
 
Vinum (Adrian Van Welsen Sepyembre 2024) : 92 Tiefgründig, kalkig, floral T^¨one, komplexe Fruchtaromatik, 
Elrganter Gaumen, druckvoll, strukturiert, reiffruchtig und doch frisch, feines Tannin, ausgezeichnete Lânge,. Den 
Jahrgang mit Fingerspitzengefühl interpretiert. 
 
Xavier Lacombe – XL Vins (mars 2024) 92/100 Robe rouge rubis violacé à la belle profondeur. Nez puissant, épicé 
et fruité, comme sur un écrasé de fruits noirs et rouges fraichement effectué. On apprécie la bonne densité du vin 
en bouche, fraiche et fruité. Une élégante pointe boisée se distingue, de noisettes grillées et de hêtre. Devant une 
telle densité on s’attendrait à une plus grande personnalité des tannins, mais cela permet de rendre le vin 
particulièrement accessible dans sa première partie de vie. On privilégiera sa consommation en tant que tel, à partir 
de 2028. 
 

Alexandre Ma (Avril 2024) : 93 Château de Pressac’s interpretation of the 2021 vintage stands out with its 
exceptional level of maturity, a true gem in this vintage. The subtle aroma of mocha delicately envelops the red 
plums and cherries like feathers, adding a touch of warmth to a wine from a cooler vintage. As it glides across the 
palate, it is embraced by the chalky tannins, unconsciously expressing the distinctive terroir of the limestone soil. 
The finish is smooth and composed, with a burst of vibrant energy from the high acidity. Undoubtedly, this wine is 
a remarkable creation, capable of competing with ‘Big Vintages’. 
 

The Wine Doctor (Chris Kissack avril 2024) 90 The grand vin from Jean-François Quenin, from this historic property 
position right on the plateau’s edge, as usual this is mostly Merlot, bit of course the seasoning here includes both 
Cabernets as well as Malbec (or Noir de Pressac, as it is also known) and even Carmenère. A good depth of colour 
in the glass here, and a nose of hedgerow fruits, especially bramble and black raspberry, with a touch of citrus and 
white peach freshness. The palate impresses with a very harmonious composition, with moderately powdery 
tannins, nicely poised acidity and a core of juicy fruit. A good result in this vintage which should see out five or ten 
years in the cellar. The alcohol on the label is 14%. 90/100 

http://www.chateaudepressac.com/
https://www.guidedesvins.com/charnu_definition.html
https://www.guidedesvins.com/cassis_definition.html
https://www.guidedesvins.com/tanins_definition.html
https://www.guidedesvins.com/harmonieux_definition.html
https://www.guidedesvins.com/vin_definition.html


 

Antonio Galloni – Vinous (Mars 2024) : 94 The 2021 de Pressac is classy, elegant and polished. As always, the blend 
of varieties here yields an incredibly distinctive Pressac. Dark red fruit, cedar, tobacco, lavender and spice open 
with some coaxing. This layered, wonderfully expressive Saint-Émilion is commendable. 

Jeb Dunnuck (mars 2024) 90-Tasted on multiple occasions, the 2021 Château De Pressac is clearly outstanding and 
has a medium-bodied, balanced, nicely textured style as well as spicy red and black fruits, some subtle hints of iron, 
truffle, and leather-like aromas and flavors. This textured, concentrated 2021 already offers pleasure, but given its 
overall balance and structure, it should evolve gracefully over the coming decade. 

Tom Mullen (février 2024) : 95 Ripe fruit aromas. Rich, soft, balanced mid palate of fresh sliced red and black 
cherries and some shortbread biscuits. Layered and lambent. Juicy acidity, quiet but firm tannins. Well made classic 
expression of Saint-Émilion. 

Yves Beck : 94 (février 2024) Le plateau calcaire de Saint-Etienne-de-Lisse plébiscite les vignes qui s’y trouvent. 
Encore faut-il être à leur écoute, ce que Jean-François Quenin et ses équipes assurent avec brio. Le vin regorge 
d’énergie et d’élégance. Il affiche de la fraîcheur, des tannins juteux et s’en retrouve croquant, sapide et persistant. 
Un vin auquel il sera difficile de résister… et pourtant il a du potentiel ! Une belle réussite à Pressac… une de plus 
!  2026-2046 

Jeff Leve (The Wine Insider fev 2024) 92 Espresso, spice, and savory red berries fill the nose. The wine is medium-
bodied, soft, polished, silky and fresh, with sweetness to the creamy, red fruits on the palate and in the 
finish. Drink from 2024-2036. 
 
Andreas Larsson (jan 2024) : 93 Inky dark purple core and hue. Floral and fragrant with violet, crushed blackberry, 
cassis, truffle, and finely toasted oak with some coffee bean hints. Dense and voluminous with ripe tannin, sweet 
fruit flavours with a fine level of acidity, digest fruit, warming and fleshy with a really long finish, remarkably well 
done for the vintage.  
 
James Suckling (dec 2023) : 93 Fragrant nose of nutmeg, plums, berries and chocolate orange. It’s creamy and 
polished with a medium body and medium-firm, chalky tannins. Nicely filled in and continuous with a long and 
delicious finish. 71% merlot, 16% cabernet franc, 9% cabernet sauvignon , 2% carmenere and 2% malbec. Drink 
from 2025. 
 
Decanter Georgina Hindle (dec 2023) : 93 Smooth and silky, this has a lovely texture from the start - singing fruit of 
dark blackcurrants, red cherries and raspberries with balanced acidity - not too sharp and licks of wet stone and 
salt on the finish. This has a good structure without being too much. Easy to enjoy, still with ripe fruit and a hint of 
underlying power which some of the 2021s lack. Juicy, light, fun, food friendly with appealing liquorice, cola and 
graphite on the finish. A touch of heat on the finish suggests the 14% but adds to the overall width rather than 
detracting anything from it. A success. Drinking Window: 2025 – 2038. 
 
Jane Anson (novembre 2023) 91 : Medium-bodied ruby in colour, with redcurrant, blueberry, pomegranate and 
gooseberry fruit laced with grilled sandalwood that adds an extra layer of complexity. Plenty of limestone character, 
with austerity still evident but there is juice and lift, and an elegance that speaks of the soils. Tasted twice, has grip 
and character. Owner Jean-François Quenin, with Hubert de Bouard and Alain Raynaud consultant. 

 
Xavier Lacombe (novembre 2023) : 92 Robe rouge rubis violacé à la belle profondeur. Nez puissant, épicé et fruité, 
comme sur un écrasé de fruits noirs et rouges fraichement effectué. On apprécie la bonne densité du vin en bouche, 
fraiche et fruité. Une élégante pointe boisée se distingue, de noisettes grillées et de hêtre. Devant une telle densité 
on s’attendrait à une plus grande personnalité des tannins, mais cela permet de rendre le vin particulièrement 
accessible dans sa première partie de vie. On privilégiera sa consommation en tant que tel, à partir de 2028. 
 

https://www.decanter.comghindle/


 

Neal Martin (Novembre 2023) 91 : The 2021 Château de Pressac is well-defined and focused on the nose, classically 
styled with blackberry, raspberry, ash and Earl Grey scents that billow with aeration. The palate is medimum-bodied 
with svelte tannins, well judged acidity and commendable sapidity, with good nervosité and density on the finish. 
This is a well-crafted Saint-Emilion. 
 
Paris Match Septembre 2023 : « Les bonnes affaires des Foires aux vins » Bien en chair, rond, un vin agréable, …. 
Il faut suivre avec beaucoup d’attention les progrès de cette propriété qui rejoint l’élite de son appellation. 

Vinum (juin 2022) : 18 (Les recommandations Vinum en primeur) 

René Gabriel (mai 2022) : 18 

Terre de Vin : (mai 2022) 93 : Avec cinq cépages au compteur, Pressac se signale encore par son encépagement 
singulier. La complexité aromatique se vêtit d'un boisé un peu marqué. La bouche est serrée mais droite, arquée 

par une certaine raideur à ce stade, mais avec un joli potentiel de garde dans le cadre du millésime. 

Jancis Robinson (Alison Cooper mai 2022) 17 : Cask sample. Prominent smoky oak but with dark fruits, cassis and 
a sweet coconut note on the palate. Good acidity and lift with graphite and blue fruit beneath. Fresh, enticing and 
very attractive. 

Bernard Burtschy (mai 2022) : 93-94 

En Magnum (Bettane et Desseauve – mai 2022) : 93 
 
Jeff Leve (The Wine insider mai 2022) 92-94 : Smoky, with a leafy, tobacco edge to the elegant, refined, fresh, 
cherries and plums. Medium-bodied, soft and silky, there is a nice sweetness to the fruits on the palate and in the 
finish, with its touch of chocolate-mint in the endnote. Not much wine was made as the yields were under 15 
hectoliters per hectare. Drink from 2023-2035.  
 
James Suckling (mai 2022) 92-93 : A balanced and pretty red with crushed berry and cherry aromas and flavors. 
Hints of currants, too. Medium body. Fine tannins. Juicy. 
 
RVF (Karine Valentin - mai 2022) : 92-93 : La restructuration du vignoble paie. Pressac a encore gagné en ampleur 
Il est construit sur l’énergie du millésime. Le tanin se resserre en bouche, donnant plus de vigueur à l’ensemble. Les 
argiles lui confèrent de la finesse, ce qui le rend moins démonstratif qu’auparavant. 
 
Markus del Monego (mai 2022) 92+ : Dark purple colour with violet hue and almost black core. Opulent nose with 
distinct aroma of graphite and pencil shavings, dark chocolate, ripe fruit with dark berries, cherries and plums, floral 
hints in the background. On the palate well structured with rather full-bodied character, firm yet ripe tannins, good 
aromatic length with juicy fruit and mild spices in the aftertaste. 
 
La Table de Gaelle mai 2022 : 92-93 Le nez est bien ouvert à l'aération avec des arômes de cerise, de léger cassis, 
et des notes florales. La bouche est dotée d'une chair délicate et velouté, avec une belle présence dans un milieu 

de bouche fruité. La finale est allongée, un rien plus ferme , fraîche et aromatique.  

 
Jancis Robinson - Alistair Cooper MW ( 17/20 - 14 avril 2022) : “Cask sample. Prominent smoky oak but with dark 
fruits, cassis and a sweet coconut note on the palate. Good acidity and lift with graphite and blue fruit beneath. 
Fresh, enticing and very attractive. (AC)” 
 
The Wine Doctor (Chris Kissack mai 2022) 90-92 : From Jean-François Quenin and team, this barrel sample is 73% 
Merlot, 17% Cabernet Franc, 7% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2% Carmenère and 1% Malbec. The harvest here was late, 
starting with the Merlots on October 1st, finishing with the Cabernet Sauvignon and Carmen on the 18th. It has a 



 

very perfumed and confident nose, with sweet red cherry and strawberry fruits, wrapped up in ribbons of vanilla, 
dark chocolate and perfumed oak. This translates into a charming and harmonious style on the palate, which shows 
a supple and silky core, with a compact bed of tightly grained tannins beneath it all. It carries a sense of harmony, 
and shows a finely managed structure which never dominates, even in the finish, where there is a well-judged grip 
of powdery tannins. A good result in this vintage, with modest but well balanced texture, freshness and grip. Tasted 
twice, with consistent findings.  
 
Jacques Perrin (mai 2022) : 90 
 
Alexandre Ma (Avril 2022) : 92-93 Pressac 2021 is a Saint-Emilion Grand Cru Classé with elegance and power. Its 
mellow and jucy taste is very attracive. Siytting in the smooth and clear body is the mild freshnes. Focusing on the 
tongue, I can feel that every corner of my moth is coated with the calky refined structure. Accompanied by the 
slightly by the sour and sweet flavors of dried plum at the end, the attractive fragrances fill my palate. 

 
 
Jean-Marc Quarin (avril 2022) 92/16,50 Couleur sombre, pourpre et vive. Nez très aromatique, fin fruité, pur et 
subtil. Délicat en entrée de bouche, très fruité au milieu, juteux, le vin évolue sur un corps élancé et un toucher 
caressant, avec beaucoup de goût. Bonne longueur à la tannicité parfaitement enveloppée. Ce millésime signe les 
ambitions qualitatives du cru. Il maintient la hausse de son statut. Assemblage : 65 % merlot, 35 % cabernet franc 
et cabernet sauvignon. Degré d'alcool : 13°5. 
 
Falstaff : (Mai 2022) : 92  Dark garnet, narrow purple rim. Delicate nougat, dark berry fruit, a hint of plums and 
blackberries, hints of liquorice and tangerine zest. Medium-bodied, elegant, red cherries, ripe, fine tannins, pleasant 
minerality, balance and length; certainly has ageing potential.  
 
Panos Kakaviatos (mai 2022) 91-93 : With an anticipated blend of 73% Merlot, 17% Cabernet-Franc, 7% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and a bit of Carménère and Malbec, aging in 50% new oak (225l and 500l) plus 5% amphorae, this wine 
conveys vibrancy and smoothness. Good job!  
 
Adrian VanWelsen (mai 2022) 91-93: Vom Barrique geprägte Nase, öffnet sich mit Luft, tiefgründig, kalkig, 
reiffruchtig und doch kühl anmutend, florale Töne und Tee, faszinierend. Im Gaumen schlank im Auftakt, baut Druck 
auf, zeigt Struktur und Frische, Tannine, Säure, Frucht, sind gut balanciert, angenehm lang und würzig im Abgang. 
Ausgezeichnete Qualität im Kontext des Jahrgangs. 2027-2040 (Verkostet im April 2022. Grand Cercle des Vins de 
Bordeaux) 
 

Christer Byclum (mai 2022) 91-93 : Ruby. Blackberries, anise, spices, liquorice, dark fruits nose. Fresh acidity, 
ripe tannins, dark fruits, anise, liquorice, nuanced, long. Around 13,5% alcohol.  
 
Le Figaro (juin 2022) 91-93 : « Les meilleurs vins primeurs 2021 » : Nez un peu timide mais classique, qui laisse 
percevoir un fruit frais, juteux, quelques notes de tabac et une fraicheur verte. Jolie texture de bouche, fluide et 
soyeuse, avec de l’éclat et une certaine insolence en finale, pour un beau rendu du millésime. 

 
Jancis Robinson (James Lawter - mai 2022) 16 : Earthy, floral aromas. Fresh and lively on the palate. Lots of energy 
and vigour, the expression of the vineyard intact. Grainy tannins frame the fruit with a bit of chew on the finish. 
Should be a satisfying drink relatively early on 
 
Colin Hay (The Drink Business – mai 2022) : 90-92+ : A lovely fresh pre-ground coffee bean note on the nose, with 
a touch of sweet spice and a generous blend of dark stone and berry fruit, with just a suggestion of cedar. Soft, fine-
grained tannins, a nice sapidity and the acidity is well-managed and nicely integrated across the palate. Long and 
tapering on the finish, this is impressive in the context of the vintage.  
 



 

Decanter (Georgina Hindle Apr 2022) 91 : Dark tone to the nose, soft liquorice and black fruits, faint hints of purple 
flowers with touches of blackcurrant. Juicy and succulent with real chew, this has a great frame and body, filling 
the mouth with plump tannins that also have a soft chalkiness giving texture and bite. Really well presented with a 
fruity core and overtone of freshness underpinned by generous acidity which keeps things lively. Really elegant and 
charming. I just love the juiciness on this - easy-drinking appeal with sappy agile fruit and lots of personality. 2% 
Malbec and 2% Carmenère completes the blend. 
 
Jane Anson (mai 2022) 91 : This is an estate where they love a little kiss of oak, and it is well handled, maintaining 
signature of the site and avoiding a dip in the mid palate. Cool blueberry fruits, some tart acidities on the finish but 
enjoyable. Owner Jean-François Quenin, with Hubert de Bouard and Alain Raynaud consultant. 

Jeb Dunnuck (mai 2022) 90-92 : The 2021 Château de Pressac is a classy wine with character and should be 
outstanding. Based on 85% Merlot, 5% each of Malbec and Cabernet Franc, and the rest Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Carmenère, it offers up a classy bouquet of cassis and ripe currants as well as notes of liquid violets and charcoal. 
Medium-bodied and ripe, with beautiful tannins and classy background oak, it's going to drink nicely right from the 
gun. 

Neal Martin (april 2022) 90-92 : The 2021 Château de Pressac, cropped at just 14hl/ha, has a well defined bouquet 
of dark cherries, blueberry and ceddar, the oak neatly enmeshed. The palate is well balanced with sappy black fruit, 
quite saline with a touch of white pepper, leading to a finish that fins out nicely Not bad at all. Enjoy over 10-12 
years. 
 
VINBLADET (Danemark) (89-91 avril 2022) Aromatisk duft, kirsebær, marcipan. Markeret tannin, god fylde, lidt 
udtørrende eftersmag.  
 
 

https://www.decanter.com/wine-reviews/france/bordeaux/ghindle

